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BUCKLING AND INITIAL POST-BUCKLING BEHAVIOR
OF CLAMPED SHALLOW SPHERICAL SANDWICH SHELLS

NURI AKKA$t and NELSON R. BAULD, JR.t

Engineering Mechanics Department, Clemson University, Clemson, S.C.

Abstract-This paper presents the development of a set of nonlinear differential equations that are suitable for the
analysis of the buckling and initial post-buckling behavior of thin shallow spherical sandwich shells under axi
symmetrical loads. The boundary value problems associated with the axisymmetrical, asymmetrical and initial
post-buckling behaviors for clamped shallow spherical sandwich shells under certain axisymmetrical loads are
developed also, Finally, numerical results of the buckling and initial post-buckling behavior of the clamped
shallow spherical sandwich shell under pressures that are distributed uniformly over the entire reference surface
of the shell are studied for face sheets of the same material and equal thicknesses. The numerical results show that
the buckling and initial post-buckling behavior for the sandwich cap is very similar to that for the classical homo
geneous cap.

INTRODUCTION

THE principal purpose of this paper is to present a sequence of boundary value problems
that are relevant to the analysis of the buckling and initial post-buckling behavior of
clamped shallow spherical sandwich shells with dissimilar face sheets under certain axi
symmetrical loads. A secondary purpose is the presentation of numerical results obtained
via the foregoing boundary value problems for the clamped shallow spherical sandwich
shell under pressures that are distributed uniformly over the entire reference surface of the
shell.

The theoretical treatment employed in this study is essentially a perturbation technique
proposed by Koiter [1] and which was transcribed into a form suitable for application to
the clamped shallow spherical homogeneous shell by Fitch [2]. The buckling and initial
post-buckling behavior of clamped shallow spherical homogeneous shells under various
types of loads has been studied extensively in recent years [2-8]. It has been suggested, in
the literature, that the clamped shallow spherical homogeneous shell can be regarded as a
reasonable approximation of the substructure which supports the ablation material of the
heat shield on space vehicles. Since this substructure is likely to be a sandwich construction
it is clear that the buckling and initial post-buckling analyses of clamped shallow spherical
sandwich shells have significant practical implications. The authors of this paper were
unable to uncover any previous studies of this nature relative to the sandwich cap.
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MATHEMATICAL MODEL

The mathematical model used in this investigation to study the buckling and initial
post-buckling behavior of clamped shallow spherical sandwich shells under axisymmetric
loads to be described in the sequel is obtained via the variational principle of stationary
potential energy.

Face sheets

The isotropic face sheets may be of unequal thicknesses and of different materials;
however, the Poisson ratios for the two face sheets are assumed to be equal. Moreover, the
middle surface displacements are assumed to satisfy the strain-displacement relations

(1)

and the displacements are assumed to vary through thickness according to the relations

- z .
V; = V;- - Jt;,

r

(2)

p
r

H

R

FIG.!. Geometry of a clamped sandwich spherical cap.
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In equation (1) R denotes the radius of curvature of the composite cap as shown in Fig. (1).
A remark concerning the notation employed in this paper is in order. The subscript i
signifies the face sheet under consideration while the operations of differentiation are
denoted by

and

()'=~(),or
. -"- 0
()=()=-(),

Of{J

Other subscripts, where they appear, are to be interpreted in the manner ofelasticity theory.
The change in curvature relations are given by

K'i = -Wi',
1.. 1

Ktpi = -2"Wi--W;,
r r

( 1 ')'K,tpi= -;Wi .

(3)

(5)

(6)

The first order variations in the internal virtual work of the face sheets and the external
virtual work of pressure are respectively,

2

~Hf = i~JA {N'ibe'i+ Nlpi~etpi+2N'lpibe,tpi+M'i~K'i+MlpibKlpi+2M''I'ibK'lpi}r d<p dr, (4)

~O = Jl1 {qibWi}r d<p dr.

Here q i signifies the transverse distributed load that is applied to the middle surface of the
ith face sheet and A is the projected area of the shallow shell.

The first order variation in the external virtual work of the edge loads, which are
distinguished herein by asterisks, is

~Ot = - L rN~bUidf{J- L rNitpibl'jd<p+ L N:ibl'jdr+ L N:'ibUi dr

- L rQ~bWidf{J+1Q:ibWidr+L rM~bW;d<p

+LrMitpi(~bW;) d<p- L M:i(~bW;) dr-L M:'i~W;dr,
where C signifies the bounding contour of the shell.

The membrane stress resultant-strain relations are

Bi(1-v
2
)e'i = N'i-vNlpi' }

Bi(1-v2)etpi = Ntpi-vN'i'

Bi(l- v)e,tpi = N'lpi' where Bi = Eit;/(l- v2
).

(7)
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Here, E i and ti denote Young's modulus and the thickness of the ith face sheet respectively.
Poisson's ratio is denoted by v. Finally, the moment stress resultants are expressed in
terms of the changes in curvatures by the relations

(8)

Core

The core material is assumed to be an isotropic homogeneous continuum capable of
transmitting transverse shearing forces only. Consequently, the rigid core theory of sand
wich construction is adopted. Moreover, the meridional and circumferential displacements
in the region occupied by the core material are assumed to vary linearly through the core
thickness, accordingly, in view of relations (2) (with WI = W2 = W) and Fig. 3, these dis-

r, U

r, W

FIG. 2. Stress resultants and moments on the sandwich-shell element.
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FIG. 3. Plot of U displacements through the thickness of the shell.

placements can be written

Ue = (U 1- t~ WI) _d:Z[(UI- U2)- II ;12 WI)

Ve = (VI - ~~ w) - d:Z[(VI_ V2)- 11 ~t2 wJ (9)

In expression (9), c denotes the thickness of the core material and d is the distance from the
reference surface of the composite shell to the interface between the core material and the
face-sheet signified by the numeral 1 (Fig. 3). The transverse shearing strains associated
with the core material are calculated from the basic formulas

aUe w'Yrz = a;-+ ,

Equations (9) and (10) lead to the formulas

aVe. 1 TiT
Ytpz = -0+- rr.

z r
(10)

where

(11)

f3 = .V1 - V2

h '
h=C+ 11 + t2

2
(12)

The first order variation in the internal virtual work of the core material, whose trans
verse shearing modulus is denoted by Go is

(13)
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Equilibrium equations-boundary conditions

The equilibrium configurations of a conservative mechanical system are characterized
by a stationary value ofthe total potential energy ofthe system. Consequently, after repeated
integrations by parts, equations (4H6) and (13), with the aid of equations (1), (3) and (11)
yield (with WI = W2 = W)

bV = i it
l
{[ -(rN,Y +Nq>i-N,q>JbUi+[ -Nq>i-N,q>i-(rN,q>i)']bV;

[
(r2N,J (N W')' 1(N .W) rN,q>i (N W)' (N .W') (M)"+ --R--r'i --;: q>i -~- 'q>i - ,q>j -r,i

+ G~h2L{r(1X - W')blX +r( P - ~ W) bP +[(rlX)' + f3 - rV2W]bW} dr dq>

- f t {(N~ -N,i)bUjr dq> -(N:'i - Nq>,i)bU jdr-(N:i -Nq>j)bV; drJc i;1

1 . 1 ,1 2. Gch
2

, ]
--N .W--(rM.)+-M ·--M .+-(IX-W) bWrdq>r ''1'' r rr r '1" r rIP' C

(14)

The summation signs appearing in equation (14) can be removed by making appropriate
transformations in variables, Thus by setting

v = BtU I +B2 U2

B I +B2 '

f7 = BI VI +B2 V2

B I +B2

(15)

and observing the definitions (12) there is obtained

(16)
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(17)
Qr =Qrl +Qr2' j
Q" - Q"I +Q,,2'

q = qi +q2,

M", = M"l +M",2 ,

M r" = Mr"'l +Mr",2 ,

N", = N"'l +N,,2'

N r ", = Nr"l +N r ",2 ,

Substitution of equations (16) into equation (14), and subsequent use of the following
transformations,

N r = Nrl +Nr2 ,

yields

-L{Pl 15D +P215V +P315W +P415a+ Ps15P} dcpdr

-1(N:-Nr)15DrdCP+1(N:r-Nq>r)15DrdCP+ L(N:-N,,)15Vdr

-1(N:,,-Nr,,)l5V dr-L(V:- y')15Wrdcp+L(V: - V,,)l5W dr

+ f (M:-Mr )l5W'rdcp- f (M:-M,,)!MV drJc Jc r

+2(M:" - M r ,,)15wj"T'
'" I

r ,-i B h B {(B2N:I-BIN:2)-(B2Nrl-BlNd}15ardcp
e 1 + 2

+f h B {(B2N:r1 -BIN:r2)-(B2N"rl-BIN"r2)}15adr
eBI + 2

+f B h B {(B2N:I-BIN:2)-(B2N,,1 -BIN,,2)}~pdr
e 1 + 2

f B h B {(B2N:,,1 -BIN:<P2)-(B2Nr<P1 -BINr.,2)}~prdcp = O. (18)
C 1+ 2

The quantities Pi appearing in equation (18) are defined by the formulas

PI = (rN,)'-N.,+Nr."

P 2 = N<p+Nr,,+(rNr,,)',
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Likewise, the generalized transverse shearing forces appearing there are given by

V* =,

V* =
If'

ft (1-V)(1 ")'J r-(D 1 +D2)0V2W)'+-r- ~ W +"RN,+N,W'

1 ,Gch
2

,
+-N,q>W- -(a- W),

r c

[1-' (1 )"J-(D1 +D2) ~(V2W)+(I-v) ~W

r 1. Gch
2

( 1. )--N +-N W+N W'-- fJ--WR ''1' r 'I' ''I' C r'

(20)

The equilibrium equations for the shallow spherical sandwich shell result from equating
PcP5 in equation (19) to zero. To complete the theory the transverse shearing forces are
given by

Final form for the equilibrium equations

The first two of equations (19) are satisfied by the Airy stress function F(r, cp) defined
by the relations

1 1 ..
N,=-F'+2"F,

r r

Nq> =F", (22)

The third of equations (19) can now be written, with the use of equations (3), (8) and (22),
in the form

4 1 2 (1., 1.) (1 .In 1 Ti7) "( 1.. 1 ')(D +D2)VW=q+-VF-2-F--F -I'Y--rr +F -W+-W
1 R r r2 r r2 r2 r

,,(1 , 1..) Gch2 {1 II 2}+W -F +-F -- -[(ra)'+p]-V W .
r r2 c r

(23)

A compatibility equation can be obtained for each face sheet by eliminating the merid
ional and circumferential components of displacement from the strain-displacement
relations (1), accordingly,

1 ,,1, 2 . ,1.. 1 2 (1., 1 .)2 ,(1, 1 00

)-(req>i) --e'i-2"(re,q>i)+2"e'i= --V W+ -W-2"W -W' -W+2"W,
r r r r R r r r r
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Writing the foregoing equation for each face sheet, making use of equations (7) and (22),
and adding the results yields

V
4
F = (B 1 +B2)(I-V2

{ - ~ V
2
W +(~w'- :2 w) 2- W"(~ W' +r12 w)1 (24)

Finally, using equations (1) and (7) and the definitions for rJ. and Pgiven by equations (12),
the last two of equations (19) can be written in the form

I-v V2rJ.+ 1+v(rJ." +~rJ.' +~ p') _~ rJ.- 3-v p_ Gc(B 1 +B2 ) (rJ.- W') = 0, (25)
2 2 r r r 2 2r2 cB1B 2

I-v V 2p+ 1+v(~&;' +~ p) +3-v &;_ I-v p_ Gc(B 1 +B2 )(p_ ~ w) = O.
2 2 r r 2 2r2 2r2 cB

1
B

2
r (26)

Equations (23H26) constitute the mathematical description of the moderately large
deflections of shallow spherical sandwich shells consistent with the rigid core theory of
sandwich shells. In the sequel these equations will be the basis for the study ofthe buckling
and initial post-buckling behavior of clamped shallow spherical sandwich shells under
axisymmetric transverse loadings.

BUCKLING AND INITIAL POST-BUCKLING ANALYSIS

Basic equations

The buckling and initial post-buckling behavior of thin clamped shallow spherical
sandwich shells under axisymmetric loads of the types listed below can be studied con
veniently via the non-dimensional form of the system of equations (23H26):

V4 r V2 f 2( If' 1f) (1 ., 1 .) (1.. 1 ') f"w = + - - - - -w- -w + -w+-w
X x 2

X x 2 x 2
X

+ (~f'+:21) w" -'1{~ [(xa)' +P] -V2w}, (27)

4 2 (1., 1 .)2 (1 , 1 00) "Vf=-Vw+-w--w --w+-ww,
x x 2

X x 2

1- V 2 _ 1+v( _" 1_, 1p") 1_ 3- vp' _ ,--V rJ.+-- rJ. +-rJ. +- - -rJ.- -- -A(rJ.-w) = 0,
2 2 x X x 2 2x2

I-v I+V(I. 100

) 3-v, I-v ( 1)_V2P+_ -a'+-p +-a--p-A p--w = 0,
2 2 X x 2 2x2 2x2 x

with boundary conditions at the clamped edge (x = A)

w= 0,

w' = 0,

(28)

(29)

(30)

(31)

(32)

(33)



1246 NURI AKKAS and NELSON R. BAULD, JR.

V v VJ)' 1 I J (I J )'A, " - - f' - - - -J' - - +vf" +2(1 + v) - = 0,
X x 2 A A,2 X

iX = 0,

13 = 0.

(34)

(35)

(36)

The non-dimensional quantities appearing in equations (27H36) are related to the cor
responding physical quantities through the relations

1
A,

X = -r,
a p = ~~ 13,

(37)

In the foregoing expressions a, Rand H are, respectively, the base plane radius, radius of
curvature of the sandwich cap and apex rise referred to the reference surface ofthe composite
cap. The thicknesses of the face sheets and the core material are denoted by t I' t 2 and c,
respectively. Young's moduli for the face sheets are denoted by Eland E2 , the transverse
shearing modulus of the core by Gc and the Poisson ratio by v(Poisson's ratios for the two
face sheets are assumed to be equal). The quantities w, f, iX, 13 are the non-dimensional
transverse deflection, Airy stress function and shear angles, respectively; and Jv, F, (x, P
are the corresponding physical quantities. Finally, the delta operator has the same meaning
as before with r replaced by x, and r represents the non-dimensional axisymmetric load
under consideration.

The boundary value problem described by equations (27H36) is completed by assigning
appropriate regularity conditions at the apex. The conditions will be prescribed as the need
arises.

Nondimensional axisymmetric loads
The axisymmetric loads considered in this investigation are defined by the relations

r =Ip b(x: x
o

), p = 2n(~: D
2

)' P = 2nroP., (ring load) I (38)

a4 A,2q
4p[h(x-x 1)-h(x-x2)], p = 32(E

1
t

1
+E

2
t

2
)H3 ' (band load)

where X o, Xl' X 2 are the nondimensional forms of r0, r 1 , r2' respectively, which are shown in
Fig. 1.
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The Dirac delta is defined by the relations

x = X o

(39)

and the Heaviside function is defined by

hex-xi) = {~
x ;?: Xi' (i = 1,2).

(40)

(41)

It is observed that the concentrated force applied at the apex is included as a limiting
case of the ring load (let X o -+ °while maintaining P constant) and the important cases of
centrally distributed pressures and pressures distributed uniformly over the entire cap are
included as special cases of the band load.

When the axisymmetric form of equations (27H36) is considered it is found that
equations (27) and (28) can be integrated once with respect to X directly. Consequently,
the form of r to be used in the axisymmetric equation (43) is denoted by r* and is given by

{
ph(x - xo), (ring load)

r* =
2p(x~ -xi)Z(x), (band load)

where

(42)

Axisymmetrical behavior

The boundary value problem governing the axisymmetrical deformations of the
clamped shallow spherical sandwich cap under the axisymmetricalloads described reduces
to

1
(x0')'- -0+xcI>-'1x(C(0+0) = -r*+0cI>

x '

eel) = 0,

lcI>'(l) - vC1>{l) = 0,

C(o(l) = 0,

lim {0, cI>, C(o} = 0,
%--+0

(43)

(44)

(45)

(46)

(47)

(48)

(49)
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where 0 - w', <I> = l' and lXo refers to the axisymmetric behavior. The conditions (49)
follow from symmetry and boundedness of the membrane forces at the apex.

Average deflection parameter

As a suitable non-dimensional measure of the deflection of the cap under a given
axisymmetric load, the ratio of the average vertical displacement of the region, :s:; r to
the weighted thickness parameter t* is selected where r = '0 for the ring load and r = '2
for the band load. Accordingly,

W 1 i2
1[ ii-- == -- dcp rW dr.

t* n;'2t* 0 0

When the deformations are axisymmetrical, equation (50) reduces to

where

(50)

(51)

x<x

x 2:: X,
(52)

and

{
Xo (for the ring load)

x = X2 (for the band load).

Defining So as the rate of change of the load parameter p with respect to the gross deflection
parameter W;t* at Pc for the axisymmetrical path there results

1 d (W) 1 t· (00)
So == dp t* = [12(1- v2)Jt Jo Y iJp c dx

where (v0;iJp)c is to be evaluated at the bifurcation point.

(53)

Buckling equations

In order to determine if asymmetric buckling precedes axisymmetrical buckling a
solution of equations (27H36) is sought in the form

w f0dX WI (x, cp)

I r<l>dx
+~

11 (x, cp)
(54)

a iXo IXI(X, cp)

P 0 f31(X,CP)
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where ~ is an infinitesimal scalar parameter. Substituting expressions (54) into equations
(27H36), making use of equations (43H48), and linearizing with respect to ~, there is ob
tained the system of differential equations

V4W1= V 2II - ~f'~e + (-; WI +~ W'I)~' +~ W'~~- (~f'1 +-;Jl)e'
x x x x x x

with boundary conditions at the clamped edge (x = ..1.)

W'1 = 0,

/31 = O.

(55)

(56)

(57)

(58)

(59)

(60)

(61)

(62)

(63)

(64)

Equations (55H64), along with suitable regularity conditions at the apex, constitute a
linear eigenvalue problem in which the loading parameter p occurs implicitly through the
function e and ~.

Taking

(65)
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equations (55H64) yield the system of homogeneous equations

+ (~W~. - ::WI') <1>' - tI[Cl~. +~Clln +~PI' - L.(W I .)] ,

L;(fl.) = - L.(w l .) + (~W'l' - n: WI,) 0'+~w'{.0,
x x x

1-v 1+v(" 1, n,) 1 (3 - v)n ,
-2- L .(ClI')+-2- Cll.+~Clln+~PI' - x2 ClI.-~ Pl.-A(Cll.-Wl.) = 0,

(66)

(67)

(68)

and boundary conditions at the clamped edge (x = A)

W~. = 0,

Pln = O.

The differential operators appearing in these relations are defined by

(70)

(71)

(72)

(73)

(74)

(75)

1 n2

L.( ) == ( Y'+-( )'- -( ),
X x2

To the system ofequations (66H75) there are added the conditions of regularity at the apex

lim {wl ., xw'{., Jl., xf'{., 1X 1., Pl.} = O.
x-o

(76)

The critical bifurcation pressure Pc is the lowest value of p for which equations (66H76)
possess a non-trivial solution for any integer n.

Initial post-buckling behavior

In order to investigate the initial post-buckling behavior ofthe clamped shallow spherical
sandwich cap under the axisymmetrical loads described earlier the nondimensional
transverse deflection, Airy stress functions and transverse shear angles are assumed to have
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the forms

(77)

a= (Xo + e(Xt +e2(X2(X, cp) + ,

p = PO+ePl +e2 p2(X,CP)+ ,

for a slightly buckled configuration. Here eis an infinitesimal scalar parameter. The
function Po(x) == 0 by symmetry. Substituting the relations (77) into the general nonlinear
equations (27H36), observing that at the bifurcation point both the systems of equations
(43H49) and (55H64) hold, and letting e-.0 yields the system of equations

(78)

(79)

(80)

(81)

and boundary conditions (31H36) on w2,f2' (X2 and P2.
It can 'be shown by direct substitution into equations (78H81) and the associated

boundary conditions at x = .A. and conditions of regularity at x = 0 that the functions
w2, /2' (X2' P2 must be of the form

W2(X, cp) = - IX '(x) dx +p(x) cos 2mI',

/2(X, cp) = IX "'(x) dx + x(x) cos 2ncp,

(X2(X,CP) = y(x)+0'(x)cos2ncp,

P2(X, cp) = w(x)+-r(x) sin 2ncp,

(82)
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where ((x), ljJ(x) and y(x) must satisfy the boundary value problem

(xC)' - (~+<I>c) (+(x - E>c)ljJ -I]x(y +() = g l(X),

1
(xljJ')' --ljJ -(x - E>cK = g2(X),

x

L 1(y)-A(y+O = 0,

W.) = 0,

J..ljJ'(J..) - vljJ(J..) = 0,

y(J..) = 0,

lim g, ljJ, y} = 0,
X~O

and the functions p(x), X(x), O'(x) and 't'(x) must satisfy the boundary value problem

1- v 1+v(" 1 , 2n ') 1 (3 - v)n ,-L2n(0')+- 0' +-0' +-'t' - -0'- --'t'-A(O'-p) = 0,
2 2 x X x 2 x 2

I-v l+V( 2n, 4n
2

) (3-v)n I-v (2n)-Ln('t')+- --O'--'t' ---O'--'t'-A't'+-p =0,
2 2 2 X x 2 x 2 2x2 X

p(J..) = 0,

p'(J..) = 0,

X"(J..) - I x'(J..) +4~:V x(J..) = 0,

1 12n2

J..X"'(J..) - ;: [(1 - v) + 4(2 + v)n2]x'(J..) + y X(J..) = 0,

O'(J..) = 0,

't'(J..) = 0,

lim {p, X, xp", XX", 0', 't'} = 0,
X~O

(83)

(84)

(85)

(86)

(87)

(88)

(89)

(90)

(91)

(92)

(93)

(94)

(95)

(96)

(97)

(98)

(99)

(100)
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The boundary value problem for the function w(x) is

I-v
-2-L1(w)-Aw = 0,

w(A.) = 0,

lim {w} = 0,
x~o

(101)

(102)

(103)

and yields w == O.
The functions on the right-hand sides of equations (83), (84), (90) and (91) are defined

by the relations

(104)

(105)

(106)

(107)h2(x) = -~[( ~W~n- :~ Wln)WI{n+n2(xI2 Wln-~W~nrJ·

These formulas are precisely the same as those encountered for the homogeneous spherical
cap [2,4-6].

It is shown in Ref. [2] that the expansions (77), when they are assumed asymptotically
valid for ~ « 1, imply a relationship of the form

It can be shown that the coefficients a == 0 for the spherical sandwich cap and

(108)

b=
(109)

By using the definitions (104) and (lOS) and equations obtained by differentiating the axi
symmetrical equilibrium equations (43H45) with respect to the load parameter p, the
integral in the denominator of equation (109) can be written in the more convenient form

-f h(x - xoK dx, (ring load) }

- 2(x~ - xi)rZ(xK dx, (band load).

(110)
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(111)S

The sign of the coefficient b determines whether the load initially increases or decreases
subsequent to asymmetrical buckling. The significance of the coefficient b is connected with
the notions of imperfection-sensitive and imperfection-insensitive structures. It has been
shown in Refs. [2, 4J that structures containing geometric imperfections (imperfect struc
tures) are imperfection-sensitive, in the sense that the buckling load for the imperfect
structure should be expected to be less than that for the corresponding perfect structure,
whenever the load for the perfect structure initially decreases at the bifurcation point. A
structure is said to be imperfection-insensitive, in the sense that load-deflection curve for
the imperfect structure exhibits a much milder growth of displacement as the load reaches
and exceeds the classical buckling load of the corresponding perfect structure, whenever the
load for the perfect structure increases subsequent to asymmetrical buckling. Accordingly,
a structure is said to be imperfection-sensitive or imperfection-insensitive according to
whether b is negative or positive, respectively. In calculating b it has been assumed that the
buckling mode (WI.II ) has been normalized so that the maximum value of WI( = 2H/;,hv I )

is equal to the weighted shell thickness (t*).

Let S represent the initial slope of the load-deflection curve corresponding to the
bifurcation path. It is not difficult to show that

So
1+<5

where

, So fA r d 2
(j = bpJI2(1- v2 )Jl 0 y., x. (11 )

The function ((x) is defined by the boundary value problem (83H89), b is the initial post
buckling coefficient defined by equation (109) and Pc is the value of the loading parameter p
at the bifurcation point.

Finally, as a measure of the relative stiffness the following parameter is used.

2 1
;) = TC arctan b' (113)

The parameters So, Sand ;) were defined by Fitch and Budiansky [4J and the average
deflection parameter defined here is analogous to the one defined by those authors. The
parameter [) can vary between +1 and -1, and it is positive for increasing load, and nega
tive for decreasing load (Fig. 4). Values of [) between - 1and - t correspond to a backward
sloping post-buckling load-deflection curve, with decreasing load.

NUMERICAL RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

The numerical results presented in this paper are for a clamped shallow spherical
sandwich shell with equal face sheets for which the pertinent geometric and material
parameters are c/t = 10, (GclE) (a/H)2 = 0·8 and v = t and which is subjected to a uniform
pressure distributed over the entire surface of the shelL

The numerical procedures employed in this study have been described in detail by Fitch
[2]. A brief account of our application of these procedures is presented here to provide a
clearer understanding of the numerical results to be presented in the sequeL



Buckling and initial post-buckling behavior of clamped shallow spherical sandwich shells 1255

--- Axisymmetric

----Post-buckling

tI=o

WI"

FIG. 4. Interpretation of relative stiffness parameter 8.

The system of nonlinear differential equations (43H49) governing the axisymmetrical
buckling of the sandwich cap was solved by Newton's method, which, essentially, replaces
these equations with a system of linear correctional equations. This latter system of equa
tions was in turn approximated by a system of finite difference equations using central
difference formulas for the derivatives. The linear correctional equations lead, via an
iterative process, to the solution of the axisymmetrical problem. The numerical procedure
employed was to solve the linearized finite difference analogue of the axisymmetrical
equations (43H49) for a value of p (in the present case p = 0·5) for which the shell response
was linear and to use this solution as an initial estimate of the solution for a slightly higher
value of p. The finite difference analogue of the linear correctional equations was solved
then by an iterative process for the correction functions associated with these initial
estimates of the solution. It was found that convergence of the iterative process occurred
after an average of 3--4 iterations when p was incremented in steps of 2·0. The correction
functions were considered to be sufficiently accurate whenever their absolute values at
each station were less than 0·01 per cent of the absolute values of the current estimate of the
solution at the corresponding station. Having obtained the solution for a given value of p
it was used as an initial estimate for a slightly higher value ofpand the process was continued
until convergence did not occur.

Axisymmetrical cap-snapping was assumed to occur when a local maximum on the
axisymmetricalload-deflection curve was reached. The occurrence ofa local maximum was
signified by the failure of the iterative process to converge. In locating the local maximum
numerically it was assumed that it has been exceeded if convergence of the system of linear
correctional equations has not occurred after fourteen iterations for a fixed value of the
loading parameter p. The preceding value of p for which convergence had occurred was then
incremented in steps of 0-2 (lo of the original increment) until convergence, in the sense
described, failed to occur. This latter process was repeated for increments 0-02 L~o of the
original increment) until convergence failed to occur. The immediately preceding value of p
was taken as the axisymmetrical buckling load. This process gives the critical axisymmetrical
buckling load to two places after the decimal point.



1256 NURI AKKAS and NELSON R. BAULD, JR.

The linear eigenvalue problem, equations (66H76), describing the asymmetrical buckl
ing of the shallow sandwich cap was replaced with a finite difference analogue using central
difference formulas. Potters' algorithm [9], with the modifications suggested by Blum and
Fulton [10] which eliminate sign changes associated with the singularities of the buckling
determinant, was used in determining the asymmetrical buckling load. The value of the
modified buckling determinant was plotted against the corresponding value of the load
parameter p for several values of the circumferential wave number n. Whenever a change in
sign ofthe modified buckling determinant occurred the preceding value ofpwas incremented
in steps of 0·2 and the process was repeated until the sign change was detected again. The
asymmetrical buckling load was taken as the value of p corresponding to a linear interpola
tion between the value of p immediately preceding the sign change for the refined calcula
tions and the value of p associated with the sign change.

The initial post-buckling problem, equations (83H89) and (90Hl00), was replaced by a
finite difference analogue using central difference formulas. Potters' algorithm was used to
generate the solution. The integrals appearing in the numerator and denominator of the
initial post-buckling coefficient b [equation (109)] and in the formula for the relative stiffness
parameter 8 [equation (113)] were evaluated by Simpson's rule.

The preceding calculations were carried out for a mesh size of 0·5 on the IBM 360-50
computer using double precision throughout. A mesh size of 0·25 was used at two points
so as to ascertain the accuracy with which the buckling loads and associated mode forms
were given by the 0·5 mesh. The buckling loads associated with the 0·5 mesh were found to
be less than 1 per cent larger than those associated with the 0·25 mesh. Moreover, the initial
post-buckling coefficient (b) and the relative stiffness parameter (.9) differed by approximate
ly 2 and 4 per cent, respectively. These differences were not considered to be significant
since the important information extracted from the plots did not change. Consequently, the
0·5 mesh was used throughout the study.

Figure 5 shows the buckling and initial post-buckling behavior of a clamped shallow
spherical sandwich cap under a uniform pressure distributed over its entire surface. The
upper plot gives the critical value of the load parameter p as a function of the geometric
parameter A.. The intermediate and lower plots give the initial post-buckling coefficient b
and the relative stiffness parameter .9 as functions of the geometric parameter A..

The qualitative description of the buckling and initial post-buckling behavior for the
clamped shallow spherical sandwich cap under a uniform pressure over its entire surface is
precisely the same as for the clamped homogeneous cap under the same load [3]. For
14 ::;; A < 24 the buckling behavior is of the axisymmetrical type. For A :2: 24 the buckling
behavior is of the asymmetrical type with b < 0 which signifies that the asymmetrical
buckling process is characterized by a decrease in load carrying capacity for this range of A..
Consequently, for 14 ::;; A. the buckling process is characterized by a snap-through type of
behavior. Since the relative stiffness parameter.9 < 0·5 for A. :2: 24 it follows that a decrease
in deflection accompanies the decrease in load, i.e. the initial slope of the bifurcation branch
of the load-deflection curve is backward.

It was observed, for A. < 14, that snap-through buckling did not occur. Instead, the
deflection of the cap was characterized by a gradual transition from one equilibrium state to
another. In most cases an inflection point type ofbehavior was observed, as shown in Fig. 6,
for A. < 14. This behavior has also been reported by Huang [3] for the homogeneous cap.

Figure 7 indicates some typical asymmetrical buckling mode shapes. Again, the general
shapes and the locations of the peak asymmetrical deflections are very nearly the same for
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FIG. 5. Buckling and initial post-buckling behavior of clamped shallow sandwich spherical shells under
uniform pressure.
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FIG. 6. Nondimensional axisymmetricalload deflection curves for clamped shallow sandwich spherical
shells under uniform pressure.
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FIG. 7. Buckling mode shapes for A = 25 and A = 50.

both the homogeneous and sandwich caps [3]. A last interesting observation is that the
asymmetrical buckling curve of Fig. 5 can be obtained directly from the plot given by
Huang [3] by means of the relations

(114)

and

(115)

where the subscripts Sand H correspond to sandwich and homogeneous shells, respectively.
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A6cTpaKT-B pa60Te ,LIaeTCli pa3pa6oTKa CIfCTeMbl HeJlIfHeHHblX ,LI1f<j><j>epeHLIlfaJlbHbIX ypaBHeHIfH, nplfro
,LIHhIX ,LIJlll aHaJllf3a BbIIlY'lIfBaHlflilf Ha'laJlbHOrO nOBe,LIeHlfli nOCJle nOTeplf YCTOH'IIfBOCTIf TOHKIfX, nonorlfX,
c<j>eplf'leCKIfX, CaHABIf'leBbIX o60JlO'leK, nOA BJllfllHlfeM oceclfMMeTplf'leCKOH Harpy3KIf. PewalOTcli TaKlKe
KpaeBble 3aAa'llf, CBlI3aHHble C oceclfMMeTplf'leCKIfM nOBe,LIeHlfeM, aHTlfcIfMMeTplf'leCKIfM If Ha'laJlbHbIM
IIOBC,LICHIfCM nocnc nOTcplf YCTOH'IIfBOCTIf AJlll 3all.lCMnCHHbIX, nonorIfX, C<j>CPIf'lCCKIfX, CaHABIf'lCBbIX
o60nO'lCK, nOA BJllfllHIfCM HCKOTOpbIX OCCCIfMMCTPIf'lCCKIfX Harpy30K. B KOHLIC KOHLIOB, I1ccneAYCTCli
'1I1CJlCHHbIC pe3YJlbTaTbl nOBC,LICHl1l1 BbIIlY'lI1BaHlfli 11 Ha'laJlbHOrO nOBCACHI111 nOCJlC nOTcplf yCTOH'IIfBOCTIf
,LIJlll 3aILIeMJlCHHbIX, nOJlOrlfX, c<j>epl1'1CCKI1X, CaHABI1'1CBbIX 060JlO'lCK, nO,LIBCplKCHHbIX ,LIaBJlCHl1lO, pacnpc
ACJlCHHOMY paBHoMcpHO no LIeJlOH 0 OTHoclfTcnbHoH nOBcpXHOCTI1 060JlO'lKH. I1CCJlCAOBaHlfli KacalOTCli
nOBcpxHOCTHbIX JlI1CTOB 1f3 Toro lKC MaTCpl1aJla If paBHoH TOJlll.lIfHbl. qlfCJlCHHbIC PC3YJlbTaTbI YKa3bIBaIOT,
'ITO BblIly'lI1BaHHC 11 Ha'laJlbHOC nOBCACHHC nOCJlC nOTcpH yCTOH'IHBOCTH AJlll CaHABH'ICBOro KOJlnaKa O'lCHb
nO,LI06HO.


